Fr. Gawain, as written before, here are the prayers, etc.

ON THE OCCASION OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI DAY, October 4

 

Prayers for Blessing of the animals:

Dogs:

Bless these critters one and all, be they large or be they small,

For eyes that see if we cannot, for ears that hear what ere may drop

For loyalty, friendship tried and true to cheer us up when we are blue

Smiles and tears, for nose and ears, Bless these, Lord, throughout the years.

Cats:

Spirit of God, bless these felines, whether they sit or play or recline

Whether they stalk or bathe or nap gracing us with their presence in our lap

Be with them in quiet and in chatter, whether leaving a wake of stillness or clatter

They bring us serenity and fun; Thank you Lord for every one.

Small mammals:

Gerbils and mices and ferrets and bats, hamsters and rabbits and piggies and rats

Some like to burrow others make a nest, a place that’s warm to take their rest,

Bless our furry friends we pray. Keep them safe both night and day

With love bigger than they will ever be - Thank you God for their time with me.

Birds:

Soaring Spirit, bless we pray the birds of the air we present this day

Beauty in motion, wonder at rest Give us skill to give them our best

Whether they coo or chirp or squawk or sit quietly listening while we talk

For their brilliant color, their unique song- thanks for letting us together belong.

Reptiles, fish, frogs and creepers:

Bless them, Lord, that slither, wiggle and crawl. Bless them Lord, one and all

With a zillion legs, perhaps just four- your love and grace upon them pour

Diverse as the stars, different one from another - Francis called them as Sister and Brother

Green or gold, stripes or spots - Thank you God for these. Thank you lots and lots.

/...
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Hymns:

400 - All Creatures of our God and King

405 - All Things Bright and Beautiful

11 - Awake My Soul and with the Sun

665 - All My Hope on God is Founded

238 - Blessed feasts and blessed witness (substitute words)

654 - Day by Day

412 - Earth and all Stars

416 - For the Beauty of the Earth

379 - God is Love, let Heaven Adore Him

569 - God the Omnipotent! King, who ordainest

490 - I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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Collect

Most high, omnipotent, generous Lord, grant your people the grace to renounce the vanities of this life that distract us from loving all people, regardless of station; that, with the example of your servant Francis who followed in the footsteps of Jesus, we may for love of You delight in all that You have made with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Francis gave up wealth, privilege and security to offer himself in the service of the Lord to those in sickness and need while to giving thanks to God for creation with all its creatures and the love of God shown to him. Let us lift our voices today in prayer, petition and praise saying God of grace, hear our prayer.

For all the people of the world, each made in the likeness of God, that we, with humility, may have the wisdom to respect and serve one another, we pray: God of grace, hear our prayer.

For the will to work for justice, freedom, peace and tolerance - in this place, this community, this nation and this world, we pray: God of grace, hear our prayer.

For the wisdom to celebrate and preserve your creation in its diversity of plant, animal, mineral, water and human resources, we pray: God of grace, hear our prayer.

For those among us who are most vulnerable- for the young and the old, for those with mental and physical illness and handicaps, for the destitute and hopeless and for each of us who may be called to minister to them, we pray: God of grace, hear our prayer.

For the church - in this and other countries - that we may put aside our differences and live more humbly in the example of Christ, we pray: God of grace, hear our prayer.

For the ordained leadership of our national church - from deacon to bishop - that they daily be filled with your love and live most fully into the vows they have taken, we pray: God of grace, hear our prayer.

For (mention the special needs of the congregation), we pray: God of grace, hear our prayer.

In thanksgiving for (..............) we pray: God of grace, hear our prayer.

For those who have died, especially ( ) that they may know the fullness of your joy, we pray: God of grace, hear our prayer.

The collect at the prayers:

(Said by the one presiding over the service) Holy God, our times and lives and needs are in your hands. Hear our petitions, fulfill them in your wisdom and grant us grateful hearts at all times and in all conditions for the sake of Jesus Christ, our brother and our Lord. Amen.
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Preface

....Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, through humility, service, prayer, instruction and sacrifice, taught us the way to joy, peace and eternal life. Therefore we praise you....

 

 

Post Communion prayer

Father of all peoples, maker of all that is,

we thank you for feeding us with the divine incomparable food of the body and blood of your precious Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. The mystery of your eternal love has been given to us in your Word and this meal and we take heart in knowing that we are your beloved children. Renewed and restored send us into your world anew - to accomplish the work you have given us to do with faith, joy and gladness- because we want to walk as Disciples of Christ our Lord. To him, to you and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and praise and glory, now and forever. Amen.

 

